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Two hundred strong, they were a cross section of the U.S.A., hailing from nearly every State in the Union. We had feared they would be shy or embarrassed, but not a bit of it. They called the President "the Old Man", and gathered around him like a lot of college boys. Each wanted a photograph to send home, so we got a photographer and had him make many tries at it, and it was funny to see the manoeuvring of the boys to be taken standing with my husband. They sang songs, and how they revelled in the sandwiches, cake, ice cream, and other good things. Years afterwards we would get letters from some of them, asking if we could send them a duplicate invitation, because some calamity had overtaken the original. We complied as long as we had any left.
A number of the boys had made a confidante of Edith Benham, consulting her about various matters. One asked her what she thought would be nice for him to take home as a gift for his mother, who lived in the country in Iowa. She offered to go with him to the Bon Marche. When she got back she told me that his eye was caught by a pair of gloves with bright green stitching, and nothing could wean him from them, though she saw a dozen things more practical. She said that as she was coming back he told her his buddy was quite in love with an American girl who was in Paris doing war work. The friend was taking the girl sight-seeing and had consulted his chum as to what to show her, saying he had thought of taking her to the Louvre, meaning the art gallery, not the department store. Miss Benham's escort had advised strongly against that, saying that as the girl in question had been very nicely brought up, he did not think she should go to the Louvre because there was "a lot of rough stuff in that place".
About this time the King of the Belgians arrived in Paris and called on my husband. What a fine, distinguished-looking man he was, and so delightfully interested in a funny thing he had seen in the White House as a very young man. It was a round, upholstered seat with a sort of pedestal in the